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SUBJECT: SAUDI PRESS EDITORIALS ON THE US PEACE INITIATIVE AND 
AID BY THE OIL RICH ARAB STATES TO THE CONFRONTATION STATES 

1 . THE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS OF EDITORIALS WHICH APPEARED IN THE 
FEBRUARY 26 ISSUE OF THE ENGLISH-LANGUAGE JIDDA DAILY ARAB NEWS 
ON THE SUBJECTS OF THE US PEACE INITIATIVE AND AID GIVEN BY 

RICH ARAB STATES TO THE POORER. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

2. "NO MIRACLES”. IF CYRUS VANCE WAS THE PATIENT LISTENER 
ON HIS RECENT RECONNAISSANCE TRIP TO THE MIDDLE EAST, HE'S 
GOING TO HAVE TO BE THE HARD-NOSED NEGOTIATOR WHEN HE 
RETURNS TO THE AREA IN JUNE. NO ONE EXPECTED MIRACLES FROM 
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THE U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE S FIRST VISIT TO ISRAEL AND THE 
ARAB COUNTRIES. THE ARABS ARE WELL AWARE THAT UNTIL ISRAEL 
HAS HELD ITS GENERAL ELECTIONS IN MAY, NO SUBSTANTIVE 
DECISION-MAKING IS LIKELY TO RESULT FROM ANY PEACE EFFORTS 
IN THE REGION. THE FIRST HALF OF 1977 IS DESTINED TO BE A 
TIME OF TALK, NOT ACTION. THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION IS 
GRADUALLY LEARNING THE INTERNATIONAL ROPES AND BY SUMMER 
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SHOULD BE INFORMED AND EXPERIENCED ENOUGH TO SECURE A 
RETURN TO THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. THE ARABS ARE STILL TANG- 
LING WITH THE PROBLEM OF PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION AT GENEVA. 
AND PERHAPS BY JUNE OR JULY WILL COME UP WITH A FORMULA 
ACCEPTABLE TO ALL PARTIES. THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGAN- 
IZATION IS AGONIZING OVER HOW FAR IT SHOULD COMPROMISE TO 
SECURE A WEST BANK-GAZA STATE. AND ISRAEL, BESET WITH ECON- 
OMIC, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL CHAOS, IS TRYING TO DECIDE WHETHER 
IT WANTS PEACE AFTER ALL. 

IF 1977 IS TO BE THE YEAR OF A MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT, 

ALL OF THESE OBSTACLES WILL HAVE TO BE HURDLED BY THIS 
SUMMER. MR. VANCE WILL RETURN IN JUNE TO KEEP UP THE MOMEN- 
TUM, BUT HE WILL HAVE TO SETTLE DOWN TO SOME HARD BARGAINING, 
OR AMERICA WILL HAVE LOST THE INITIATIVE. PRESIDENT CARTER S 
UPCOMING MEETINGS WITH ARAB LEADERS, SHOULD HELP RESOLVE SOME 
OF THE PROBLEMS, BUT THE REAL ROADBLOCK IS ON THE ROAD TO 
TEL AVIV, AND IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER THE UNITED 
STATES HAS THE RESOLVE TO TACKLE IT. 

3. THORNY QUESTION ". ONE OF THE TABOOS OF INTER-ARAB 
POLITICS IS AID FROM THE RICHER ARAB STATES TO THE SO-CALLED 
CONFRONTATION STATES. AS THE FORMER FEEL THEY ARE PAYING 
MORE THAN THEY SHOULD AND THE LATTER THAT THEY ARE RECEIVING 
LESS THAN THEY DESERVE, THE JOB OF DRAWING THE LINE BETWEEN 
HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH HAS ALWAYS BEEN THANKLESS AND RISKY. SO 
WE RISK A THANKLESS EDITORIAL FOLLOWING A DAMASCUS NEWSPAPER 
COMMENT THAT THE ARAB OIL PRODUCERS HAVE LEFT THE CONFRON- 
TATION STATES HANGING ON A LIMB AND A RESTRAINED KUWAITI 
REPLY THAT KUWAIT "HAS RENDERED ALL TYPES OF ASSISTANCE TO 
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CONFRONTATION STATES." TO CLEAR UP ONE POINT AT 
ONCE, IT MUST BE NOTED THAT KUWAIT'S RESPONSE INDICATES ITS 
REALIZATION THAT MANY COMPLAINTS BY THE CONFRONTATION STATES 
IN RECENT MONTHS HAVE BEEN PRIMARILY DIRECTED AGAINST IT, 
RATHER THAN SUCH COUNTRIES AS SAUDI ARABIA, QATAR OR THE 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES. . . . 

BECAUSE THE SUBJECT IS MONEY-A TOPIC THAT CANNOT BE 
PUBLICLY AIRED BY ARAB BROTHERS, MOST OF THE CONTROVERSY 
HAS GONE ON QUIETLY. THE SYRIAN DECISION TO BRING IT OUT 
INTO THE OPEN AT THIS MOMENT MAY BE LINKED TO THE CURRENT 
TALKS IN VARIOUS ARAB CAPITALS TO GIVE EGYPT ADDITIONAL 
AID TO OVERCOME ITS ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES IN THE WAKE OF 
THE FOOD RIOTS OF JANUARY. SYRIA FEARS THAT IT WILL BE 
LEFT OUT. IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE, HOWEVER, HOW SYRIA CAN 
GET MORE. FIRST, DAMASCUS POLICY SINCE ITS MILITARY INTER- 
VENTION IN LEBANON LAST YEAR IS HIGHLY UNPOPULAR WITH THE 
OTHER ARABS AND WHILE THIS IS NOT ENOUGH CAUSE TO CUT AID, 

IT CERTAINLY RELIEVES THE DONORS OF THE POPULAR PRESSURES TO 
PAY MORE. SECOND, CONDITIONS IN SYRIA OR IN JORDAN (WHICH 
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DID NOT EVEN FIGHT THE LAST WAR WITH ISRAEL) ARE QUITE DIF- 
FERENT FROM THOSE IN EGYPT. EGYPT IS SUFFERING FROM A TER 
RIBLE ECONOMIC CRISIS AND ONLY VAST ARAB AID CAN PULL IT 
THROUGH. WHILE SYRIA FACES NO SUCH PROBLEM. IN FACT. 
COUNTRIES LIKE KUWAIT MAY ARGUE THAT IF SYRIA DOES HAVE 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, THEY ARE PARTLY TO BE BLAMED ON THE 
EXPENSIVE INTERVENTION IN LEBANON— ACTION THAT A COUNTRY 
LIKE KUWAIT, WITH A LARGE PALESTINIAN POPULATION, WOULD BE 
MOST DISINCLINED TO SUPPORT. 

THE ARABS-SYRIA, KUWAIT AND ALL OF US-MUST NOT ALLOW 
THE SUBJECT OF MORE OR LESS AID TO HARM THE NEWLY RESTORED 
ARAB UNITY. ANY DISPUTE CAN BE THRASHED OUT IN A CONFER- 
ENCE ROOM AND SETTLED. BUT THE WAY TO THE CONFERENCE ROOM 
DOES NOT PASS THROUGH NEWSPAPER PAGES. END TEXT. 

PORTER 
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